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OA 486/2023 WITH MA 2636/2023 

During the course of hearing it has transpired that one of us, 

namely, Hon’ble Lt  Gen C.P. Mohanty, Member (A), was the SRO of 

the applicant at some point of time during the period for which the 

dispute has arisen, he, therefore, recuses himself from hearing this 

matter. 

2. The applicant is shown to be appearing in person.  However, 

at the time of hearing it transpired that the person appearing before 

us as the applicant is not the applicant himself but his father.  

Having perused the rule position, we are of the considered view that 

the father can only be an agent of his son for the purpose of filing 

and/or signing the documents on his behalf but cannot argue the 

matter.  Arguments and presentation before the Court at the time of 



hearing can only be done by the applicant himself or his authorized 

counsel.  That being so, an objection was raised by the Court asking  

the applicant’s father, who was arguing the matter, as to under what 

capacity he is arguing.  After certain deliberations, the father agreed 

to engage a counsel.  That being so, the applicant is directed to 

engage a counsel to represent him in the matter.  

3. In view of the above, the office is directed to place this matter 

before the Hon’ble Chairperson on the administrative side for 

constituting a Bench for hearing of the matter. 
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